Temporary Residency Options for Canada

Pamela Busch, Certified Canadian Immigration Consultant
There are several ways individuals can come to Canada on a temporary basis.  These include to visit, study or work.   
The visitor visa process allows individuals to enter Canada to visit only.   Individuals on visitor visas cannot work while in Canada.    They are able to study if the course duration is less than six months.    

The study permit allows individuals to come to Canada to attend primary, secondary or post secondary educational institutions.   Prior to applying for a study permit the individual must be accepted into an approved Canadian educational institution.   

The work permit process involves three steps.  The first step begins when the individual receives a valid job offer letter/employment contract from a Canadian employer.  The second step involves the employer being granted approval by the Government of Canada to hire a foreign worker. The approval process is know as a Labour Market Opinion (LMO) and links the LMO to the name of a specific foreign worker.  Once a valid LMO approval letter is issued the foreign worker submits a work permit application to the Canadian Embassy/High Commission*.
Individuals applying for the above temporary visas must provide evidence to the Canadian Embassy/High Commission that they have funds to support themselves and any dependants accompanying them to Canada.   Not all visas allow a foreign worker to bring dependants to Canada.  Additional supporting documents for all temporary residence applications include proof of ties to the home country.   An immigration officer reviews each file to determine if the applicant is likely to return to their home country or if the applicant is likely to remain in Canada after the visa expires.   

Once an application is reviewed by an immigration officer the officer renders a decision and this decision is provided to both the foreign worker and the employer.  If approved, the foreign worker will be issued a single entry or multiple entry visa to Canada – please note that not all countries require this entrance visa.  The entry visa indicates the validity of the visa and arrival in Canada must be done during the approved period of time.   The entry visa does not allow a foreign worker to study or work.   The actual visitor record, study permit or work permit will be issued by an Immigration officer at a port of entry in Canada.    Once the foreign worker receives all approvals it is essential to confirm that all information is correct.  If it is incorrect the foreign worker will need to contact Citizenship and Immigration Canada’s toll free number to have any inaccuracy corrected.   

It is very important that the status of a foreign worker in Canada is current at all times.   A foreign worker may extend their status in Canada if a work permit extension application is submitted to the Case Processing Center in Vegreville.

* The term High Commission refers to an Embassy that is located in countries that were formerly part of the British Commonwealth.  For example: London, United Kingdom.
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